THE CHEEK OF ROBERT MUGABE

He says those who criticize him can “go hang!” Cheeky, eh? Has he become the superman of the world, a demi-god above earthly reproach? He must be the biggest political romanticist of all times. It is possible, he has been misled by his SADC comrades-in-arms, who treat him like an untouchable supremo. 

“Zimbabwe situation is for the Zimbabweans” is the sickening rhetoric we hear everyday from the lily-livered presidents of SADC member states. How can Zimbabweans solve their problems when Mugabe rigs elections with impunity, when his war veterans intimidate everybody, particularly the rural voters, to vote for Zanu-PF? The  elections in Zimbabwe have not been free and fair, particularly since the emergence of the MDC. It is known that supporters of the MDC have been murdered, disappeared from the scene and beaten up during political campaigns; the press is gagged; journalists are detained and tortured; independent judges are demoted and the bootlickers promoted; public rallies are banned; food rations from international bodies are supplied to ZANU-PF supporters alone and MDC supporters denied the donations they are entitled to; workers’ strikes are clamped down upon, workers’ leaders  are harassed; migrants from rural areas attempting to make ends meet in the urban areas are subjected to murambatsvina blitz. 

Nothing works in favour of the ordinary Zimbabwean. Under such circumstances how are Zimbabweans expected to solve their own problems, when such a monstrous political beast in the form of ZANU-PF, led by Gabriel Robert Mugabe has been unleashed on their helpless poor selves? Those who say they must, are simply accomplished, callous, hypocritical cowards imbued with double standards. 

The Zimbabwean situation is fast going to the dogs. If a leader of the official opposition  can suffer wanton assaults spiced with snide remarks like “he asked for it,” then without doubt a veritable political meltdown is nigh in Zimbabwe” Tyrants do not love the idea of supreme beings other than themselves. That is why the wrath of Mugabe was visited on Tsvangarai  because he was not carrying Mugabe’s prayer book nor was he going to worship at ZANU-PF altar. .But if the ZANU-PF leader thought he was humiliating the MDC’s leader by  having him beaten up, he is mistaken, for he has made him a hero! 

When the SADC leaders wash their hands of the Zimbabwean situation and say it is for the Zimbabweans to handle alone, do they know that after the manhandling of the MDC leader, Zimbabweans may feel, without external support they are now left with the option of the last resort – violence, only? Who can blame them if they begin to think Mugabe must go the way of Ian Smith?  Does the  SADC silent diplomacy envisage this extreme method? If the SADC feared some backlash would result, if they openly and candidly told Bob to his face: “Brother-comrade, you played a big role in the history of Zimbabwe, but now you may sully, everything if you go on the way you are going; restore the rule of law in Zimbabwe, respect human rights and retire gracefully; we will negotiate a hard-to-resist retirement package for you,” Mugabe might comply. 

Unless this approach is followed and the SADC “big men” continue the refrain of, “Zimbabweans must solve their problems” these shamefaced leaders are gambling with political tranquility in the region. Assaulting a leader of Tsvangarai stature, may be the spark that  sparks a conflagration of ugly proportions. This cannot be what our “big men” envisage with their quiet diplomacy!  If civil war breaks out in Zimbabwe, the Chimurenga that broke the back of  Ian Smith will look like a picnic and Batswana will suffer a fallout like they have never imagined. 

This excuse of doing nothing but quiet diplomacy, because Zimbabwe, is a sovereign state, is old hat. The conservative British PM, Harold Macmillan rejected it, way back in 1960 when he addressed the white SA parliament.  He curtly dismissed the apartheid propaganda argument that the world was interfering in her internal affairs by drawing a business analogy: “ Mind your own business, when your business is interfering with mine  is unacceptable,.” or words to that effect. Mugabe’s “business” is dragging his SADC neighbours’ businesses down with his; it is not his business alone in trouble, all his neighbours’ businesses are. But the sycophants are scared of the bully to utter, “ouch!”

Moreover let us be clear: sovereignty in Zimbabwe does not lie with Mugabe, the tyrant; sovereignty belongs to the Zimbabweans; when it is violated, principled  human rights advocates are obliged to intervene. An illegitimate state cannot be sovereign, it does not represent the citizens’ interests.

Batswana need to show solidarity with the Zimbabweans. They should join the bold voices of  young MPs, progressive parties and NGOs who have been prompt to condemn the recent outrageous ZANU-PF atrocities. Once leaders fail to lead when a crisis looms, the people themselves must lead the leaders and expose their limitations.

SADC leaders behave like anybody was urging them to invade Zimbabwe militarily Not even Bush or Blair has ever suggested that. What the critics are saying, is  that SADC leaders should publicly convey to Mugabe that none is amused by his antics of hanging tenaciously to power and trampling people’s rights in the process. If Mugabe is told off in such an open diplomatic language, he will realize  the game is up and he will sober up. Straight talk breaks no friendship, it will make the despotic Mugabe see sense. Assuming he fails to respond positively, isolate him; suspend him from SADC and the AU! That will make him squirm. He loves nothing better than to be pictured in world company spouting his deprecations of past colonial masters, hoping to impress gullible Africa.  

Sanctions are unnecessary to deal with the Zimbabwean situation, except perhaps the so-called smart ones currently applied by US and EU. Military intervention is not called for either, the army is slowly disintegrating; we read of officers, deserting the barracks; outside pressure will accelerate desertions, and bring the army to the side of  the masses. As far as sanctions are concerned, 1700% inflation and 85% unemployment, inflicted by Mugabe’s political pranks, is sanctions enough to make any external sanctions redundant!  
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