STEVE BIKO

LIVES!

By Millard Arnold

____________

They tell me

Steve Biko 

Is 

Dead ---

To persuade me

Perhaps 

That his strong 

But

Sensitive voice

Can be 

Stilled

By 

Hatred and fear

They tell me

Steve Biko

Is 

Dead ---

To show me

Perhaps

That humanity 

And

Dignity 

Can be

Bludgeoned into

Submission

They tell me

Steve Biko

Is

Dead ---

To convince me

Perhaps

That courage

And 

Compassion

Can be 

Somehow 

Compromised

But what they are

Afraid

To tell me

Is 

That 

Steve Biko

Lives

That the 

Spirit, the 

ideals, the

dreams, the

glory of

Steve Biko

Lives

That it lives

In 

Soweto

That

It lives in

Watts

That 

if lives in 

Harlem

That

It lives in

The

Minds of all

Those

Oppressed

Steve Biko

Lives

Because the aspirations

Of a

People

Cannot be

Denied

Steve Biko

Lives

Because violence and

Repession

Will not

Quench the

Thirst for

Freedom and

Decency

Steve Biko

Lives

Cause his

Special sense

Of 

Humanity and 

Integrity

Cannot be

Forgotten

But they,

They would have

Me,

They would have

You

Believe

That

Steve Biko

Is

Dead

You and I…

We know

better

