MALIBONGWE IGAMA LAMAKHOSIKAZI

By Zola Maseko

It seems just about everyone, men and women alike, has misunderstood the decision of the ANCWL not to advance one of their own to the leadership of the ANC. Not only was it a brave and completely unselfish decision it was also in keeping with the best and most forward thinking traditions of the organisation. There are two reasons in my opinion for this surprising lack of ambition. As we pack our bags for Polokwane we should {bear  that}this lesson should be foremost in our minds. Firstly, as we all know the ANC is and has been home to kings and Chiefs, communists and the bourgeoisie, workers and capitalists all have found place in this broad movement. What we seem to have forgotten is that during the struggle these seemingly opposing factions pledged their different and diverse allegiances to the strategic objectives of the ANC: the political and economic emancipation of the African in general and the blacks in particular. Healthy debate about these differences has always been the bread and butter, the very heartbeat of the movement but we were all bound by the decisions of the collective. Unfortunately both healthy debate and collective leadership have all but disappeared as the movement has been torn in two. I believe the significance of the ANCWL’s decision is that they are the only ‘province’ that categorically stated that we are not taking sides in this so-called two horse race, rather we are taking the side of the ANC. This means a return to the politics of unity, a return to the culture of debate and most importantly a return to the rule of the collective!

Why then did they endorse Comrade Zuma?

I have always maintained that this has never been a two-man race even though it may appear as such. The division that have paralysed the ANC are between a style of leadership ‘adopted’ and inculcated by Comrade Mbeki, surrounded by a cortege of yes men and yes women in flagrant disregard of a principle that made Nelson Mandela and O R Tambo such great, admired and respected leaders: the principle of collective leadership. Let us remember that were it not for the intervention of the rank and file ANC membership at the NGC in June 2005 Comrade JZ would have been just another caucus on the way to Comrade Mbeki’s quest for complete control and domination of the ANC. Comrade JZ is the embodiment of this groundswell resentment and dissatisfaction and represents a demand to a return to tradition. The ANCWL went further than all of us and said we demand a return to the traditions of the ANC even if it means sacrificing our own agenda. Theirs was a tactical decision taken in the interests of the movement, something our ‘me’ ‘me’ ‘me’ capitalist society knows nothing about.

Let us spare a thought for Comrade Mbeki. What, we ask ourselves happened to this man, one of the truly gifted, dedicated and passionate sons who benefited so much from the tutelage of Comrade OR? What happened? The answer is simple. The ANC gave him too much power and as we all know power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. By giving him this power we in effect destroyed him. Let us acknowledge and rectify our mistake. The only way to do this is to return power to the collective. To this objective I propose that at least 50% of NEC members be full time ANC employees and be empowered to make sure that everyone toes the line. (Chancellor House should be able to pay for their salaries). It is simply impossible to be a cabinet minister or a full time capitalist and still carry out the duties required of an NEC member, that of building grassroots ANC structures, encouraging healthy debate and ensuring that everyone toes the line. 

The second and perhaps most important reason the ANCWL took their decision is this; how will they, women, explain to their children and grandchildren how, after more than four centuries of struggle, we stood at the gates of the Promised Land and turned away?

Malibongwe igama lamakhosikazi…… 

