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I speak of a distinguished Lady.

She hails from a country with strong fraternal ties with Tanzania. A country whose people sacrificed with their sweat and blood to regain their freedom and genuine independence. A country that Tanzanians feel proud to be identified with.

That country is South Africa and the illustrious lady is none other than Her Excellency Madame Rankoe Thandi affectionately known as Mama Thandi.
Mama Thandi is currently her country’s Ambassador/High Commissioner to Mozambique.

Mama Balozi Thandi’s Diplomatic career included also a very successful tour in Tanzania. My wife and I can boast of being among the first Tanzanian public officials she met when she came to Tanzania to establish the Diplomatic presence of Free South Africa. I am referring to a Free South Africa for a reason. 

From the early years of our independence, Mwalimu and other top members of TANU and the government leadership, established contacts with authentic leaders of South Africa. Even before his imprisonment, President Nelson Mandela was already a household name to many Tanganyikans and later Tanzanians. 
There were clarion calls for a Free South Africa. They used to echo in our schools and many other public places. Songs of Free Mandela and Down with the Boers or Down with the apartheid system were the order of the day. We called them names and we did not hide our disgust, disdain and anger against them. Our passports used to have a stamp, conspicuously embossed reading “Valid in all countries of the world” except South Africa.” From Independence Day, Tanganyika had stopped all links with South Africa.

No Trade links. No Diplomatic links. Even our airspace was out of bounds to South African planes.
When Mama Balozi Thandi was sent to Tanzania, she was given the responsibility of establishing, and I dare say, restoring relations with Tanzania. And indeed, Mama Balozi Thandi was equal to the task.
As a pioneer in the Diplomatic arena, she did not waste time in her quest to knock the doors of the broad spectrum of Tanzanian leadership. She began by retracing where ANC had left. It was a positive move winning many admirers and sympathisers. Most of them had fond memories of the fraternal Bond through the liberation struggle.

She succeeded in establishing a healthy dialogue which ushered to mutual respect and understanding. The out of bound skies were reopened. Normal trade between South Africa and Tanzania resumed. Mama Balozi Thandi, who had distinguished herself as an active freedom Fighter against Apartheid and racist regime of South Africa, assumed the title of Ambassador and Pioneer of the South African Industry in Tanzania.
The entry of the South African Industry evoked unfortunate memories of Apartheid South Africa. Mama Balozi Thandi worked tirelessly to erase the sordid memories. As a true Diplomat, she never deviated from her main Objective- that of restoring the best of relations between Tanzania and free South Africa. In that task she did marvellously well and won the hearts of the people and Government leadership of Tanzania.

We knew her as Freedom Fighter. We came to know and admired her as a Diplomat. She is now entering, and in her own right, the unique profession of being an Author.

Although I have not read her book, one thing I know, it will make interesting and fascinating reading. Coming as it does, from someone with rich experience spanning many years in the freedom struggle and exemplary service for a Free South Africa.

We wish her success in her continued service for her country and humanity in general.

Long Live Mama Balozi Thandi.
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