Dar and the Nyerere Solution

Recently I had the honour and experience of a lifetime in Tanzania - amid the media frenzy surrounding the SADCC heads of state imbizo on the unfolding tragedy in Zimbabwe. 
Unfortunately for me, by the time I landed at the Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar  (Dar es Salaam to the uninitiated),the fanfare had evaporated. So I caught a taxi  all by myself to my the Holiday Inn. 
En route the loquacious taxi  owner-driver George B regaled me with a lightining tour of Tanzania’s history. Suddenly he punched  me with an uppercut:’Is it true one can be killed for a cellphone in Johannesburg? And why do your white countrymen only socialize among themselves here?’
My answers were as incoherent as they were apologetic. I digress.

Jambo! At last, I was in Dar. 
This was  to celebrate the third of a four-legged launch of A Dream Fulfilled,  the autobiography of SA Ambassador to Mozambique Mama Thandi Lujabe-Rankoe, and her ‘royal homecoming.’
Amazing was the warmth, admiration and respect by ordinary and mighty folks alike bestowed on ‘a true daughter of Africa’.

In 1999  Tanzanians had vehemently opposed her end of her five-year stint and pleaded with then President Nelson Mandela against posting her to Botswana – in vain!

The guest lists was impressive, print and media journalists included. There was former First Lady, Mama Anna   Mkapa, wife to President Benjamin Mkapa; Tanzanian ambassador Paul Rupia; Norwegian ambassador Jon Lomoy (he too referred to her as Mama Thandi!); her brother Victor Lujabe; SA ambassador to Tanzania and Master of Ceremony Mr Sindiso G Mfenyana and, the sponsors TBL, a SABMiller company and its ebullient John Cochran.

Here were some  of the people who accommodated, clothed and fed many exiles Namibia, Angola, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and ANC and PAC. Despite their abject own poverty. Such selflessness, such humility. 
They had expected nothing in return, except the freedoms of fellow Africans!
The Godfather  of  logistics for Dar’s exiles Ndugu Comrade!) Ally K Sykes, is an unsung hero. Until now.
‘It is a great honour to witness another South African achievement after many years of struggle’, recalled Sykes.

‘I remember the first batch of {20} South African nurses who came to introduce themselves to us {March 1962} who were  accommodated in Dar es Salaam at Exelsia Hotel

‘Then came the liberation movement, ANC, PAC etc. We managed  to them accommodation at Ilala, Buguruni and some at Old Bagamoyo Road.’

The  dawning of the new South Africa ‘did not  happen by accident but rather through commitment and a lot of sacrifices’, he explained.

Sykes helped welcome many other exiles and,  later equally  assisted in’ repatriating them back to their homeland.’
The South African fighting spirit and courage had endured Sykes added.
At that moment I felt the spirit of Mwalimu embracing us all. The founding father of Tanzania, the teacher; devout Catholic and Shakespearian translator of Julius Caesar and Macbeth in kiSwahili, Julius Kambarage Nyerere, was in da house!
Was it not the self-same Nyerere who  affirmed SA’s freedom struggle in adopting Enoch Sontonga’s hymn Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika as Tanzania’s national  anthem Mungu Ibariki Afrika, in 1964?

Walter Bgoya, an old publishing friend from the Tanzanian Publishing House  and Mama Thandi’s as well,  praised the abilities of ‘our brothers and sisters from South Africa’ in telling their liberation struggles via biographies. He lamented the lack of a biography on Nyerere.
(The Mutloatse Arts Heritage Trust resolve to work with TPH as part of a collective to on this mammoth task.)

Humorous Mama Thandi is a marvel in action. She had the 100-odd guests eating out of her palm after reading an except from her book, punctuating it with the brief singing of the Elvis Presley ballad Love Me Tender. Then followed her signal staccato-like raucous laughter, and a sell out of  150 copies. 
What would Mwalimu had said? ‘Each of our countries will have to rely upon its own human resources and natural resources for its development…The next area to look at is our collectivity, our working together.

‘We all enhance our capacity to develop if we work together…

‘South Africa”, he said,’ is no longer trying to destroy the others. South Africa is now working with the others. And, boy, please work with others.’

Remarkably, Mwalimu  said  this  to SA’s Parliament  on October 16 1997!
It is as if he had anticipated a conundrum such as the one confronted SADC. Incidentally, the current president, Thabo Mbeki, was among Mwalimu’s audience. Today he is charged with helping the region step away from the precipice and rebuild Zimbabwe both economically and in human terms.
Therein lies the solution in Mwalimu’s advice. Theodore Roosevelt’s ‘Speak softly and carry a big stick’ approach does not apply here.
Because  ZANU-PF’s tribal-cabal is an indictment against the system of dominant political party in Africa, as it uses violence, cronyism,  abuse of state resources and intimidation to entrench itself even when its has failed its electorate in all its respects. Chimurenga promises? So what!
Unquestionably apartheid White SA destabilized the whole region in the ‘80s to the tune of US$45b and a death toll of 1.5 million African nationals according to the Commonwealth Secretariat’s Apartheid Terrorism: The Destabilization Report by Phyllis Johnson & David Martin, in 1989.

I believe deeply that Mwalimu’s advice will prevail,  rather than the shrill voices of neocolonists and racist ex-Rhodies alike, and lead to the reconstruction of a stronger region : After Comrade Robert Gabriel Mugabe steps down  without ‘humiliation’. After Britain’s Tony Blair’s exit from 10 Downing Street! Says the bookies.
SADC will be rejuvenated and usher in a new era, especially in Zimbabwe, my Dar sage added..

‘We are Africans. And not pawns of neocolonists. We have to rebuild and not  to destroy.’
Today I sing – and call on all readers to join along with me – Long Live Mwalimu, Happy Birthday Ndugu Nyerere. Comrade! Happy 85th birthday.

Ahsante sana!
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